
 
 

 Information Sheet for 10- to 15-year-olds 
Version 1, 12/03/18 

Reviewed by: 
Central University Research Ethics Committee 

University of Oxford 
     CUREC No: R55835/RE002 

 
Brain Organisation in Language Development 
 

 

Page 1 of 2 The BOLD Study, Speech and Brain Research Group,   Funded by: 
 Department of Experimental Psychology, University of Oxford,  
 Anna Watts Building, Radcliffe Observatory Quarter, Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 6GG  
 Email: bold.study@psy.ox.ac.uk     Tel: 01865 (2) 71429      Web: boldstudy.wordpress.com 
 

We are inviting you to join a study about the brain and 
language called the BOLD study.  The study is run by 
researchers at the Department of Experimental 
Psychology at the University of Oxford. Before you 
decide to take part, please read and think about the 
information on this sheet. You can talk to your family, 
friends, or the researchers about it too.  
 

 
Why are we doing this research? 
We know some children have problems learning 
language, but we do not know why.  Studying the 
brain could give us clues about why some children 
have problems and some children don’t. We want to 
use MRI to take pictures of the brains of lots of 
children. This will help us answer questions about how 
and why everyone is different.  
 
What is MRI? 
MRI stands for Magnetic Resonance Imaging.  It uses 
a large magnet and radio waves to give us pictures of 
the brain.  Sometimes people in hospital need to have 
MRI scans like these.  MRI can also show us what your 
brain is doing when you are thinking about something 
or when you listen to music or watch a movie.  
 
Why have I been invited to take part?  
Because you are between 10-15 years of age and 
have grown up speaking English in the UK.  

 
Do I have to take part? 
No, it is up to you to decide. If you decide to take 
part, you can change your mind at any time.  You do 
not need to give a reason.  
 
What happens if I want to take part in the study? One 
of our research team will get in touch with you and 
your family to check if it would be safe for you to take 

part. If you and your family agree to take part, we will 
invite you to come to Oxford to the Wellcome Centre 
for Integrative Neuroimaging for your MRI scan.  
Before the scan, we ask everyone to change into a 
pyjama-style top and trousers, and remove any metal 
objects (such as earrings or a watch). You will then go 
to the scanner room. The scanner looks like a large 
box with a tube through the middle. You will lie on a 
bed and we will put a helmet around your head.  The 
bed then moves you into the middle of the scanner. 
There is a mirror on top of the helmet so you can see 
out and watch a movie. 

While we take the pictures of your brain, you can 

watch a movie of your choice.  Sometimes we will ask 
you to listen to sounds, look at pictures on the screen 
and press buttons.  These tasks are easy to do and we 
will explain them to you.   

MRI scans can be noisy, but we will give you 
headphones to make it quieter. You can hear us 
through the headphones and we can hear you when 
you want to speak to us. You will also be given a call 
button to hold during the scan, and you can use this 
to let us know if you want to speak to us.  The 
researcher will be on the other side of a window just 
outside the scanner room.  

So that we can get nice clear pictures, we will ask you 
to keep very still and try not to move your head. We 
will also make sure that you are as comfortable as 
possible by putting cushions around your head and 
under your legs, and a blanket if you want it. 
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You will be in the MRI scanner for about 1 hour. We 
take lots of different pictures and each one takes 

about 10 minutes.  
You can speak to 
us in between and 
take breaks 
whenever you 
wish.  If you want 
to stop the scan 
and come out, you 
can use the call 
button and we will 
take you out 
straight away. 

We also want to 
find out more about your language, learning, and 
problem solving skills.  We will ask you to do some 
tests and quizzes that are a bit like games. Some will 
use paper and pencil and some will be on a computer 
or tablet.  Most children find these games interesting 
and fun.  You will work with one of the researchers on 
the tests for 2-3 hours. You can take breaks when you 
need to.  We can do these tests when you come to 
Oxford for the scan.  Or, we can visit your home or 
your school. You and your family can decide. 

 
Are there any risks in taking part? 
MRI is very safe. It does not use X-rays or injections. 
MRI uses a large magnet so we cannot scan someone 
with metal in their body (fillings are ok).  We will not 
scan someone who is pregnant. If you really dislike 
being in a small space, we will not scan you. Before 
you have a scan, we will ask you and your family some 
safety questions so we know it is safe for you.  
 
What if I don’t want to take part in the research 
anymore? 
If you decide that you don’t want to take part in the 
research, just tell us or your parents/guardian.  You 
don’t have to tell us why and no one will be annoyed 

with you. It is YOUR choice. 
 
Will taking part help me? 
Taking part will not help you personally, but we hope 
you find having an MRI scan interesting!  
  
Will anyone know that I am doing this? 
Only the research team and your family, or trustworthy 
people at the university, will know that you took part 
in the study. Of course, you can tell people if you 
want to! 
We want to publish the results of this study in a 
scientific journal.  We may also talk about it at other 
universities or at a conference.  We will also talk about 
our results on the internet and in social media. It will 
not be possible for anyone to identify you from our 
results. 
We want to put the brain scans from our study on the 
internet so that other people can use them in their 
research.  We make sure that you cannot be identified 
from these scans.  We do not use your name.  Instead 
we give your scan a code like ABC123.  Other 
researchers will only see the code. When we record 
your voice, we will not share these recordings with 
anyone outside the research team.  
 
What if something goes wrong? 
If you are unhappy about any part of this study, you 
should tell someone in your family, who can get in 
touch with the researchers.  
 
Who is organising the research? 

This research is being organised by the BOLD 
research team, led by Professor Kate Watkins, Dr. 
Saloni Krishnan and Harriet Smith. We work at the 
Department of Experimental Psychology.  
 
What if I have more questions? 
We have lots of experience scanning children and 
adults, and we would be very happy to answer any 
questions you might have. You or your 
parents/guardian can get in touch with us by calling 
01865 271429 or emailing bold.study@psy.ox.ac.uk 

A picture from an MRI scanner 


